
“Chicanos Discuss Riots,” Steve Lantz, Nov. 7, 1975 
This article offered Chicano Trojans’ perspectives on the East Los Angeles Chicano 

protests of 1975. Interviewer Steve Lantz spoke with members of USC’s MECHA (Movimento 
Estudiantil Chicano de Atzlan) chapter about the key issues Chicanos care about as well as the 
validity of the violence at these protests. Members spoke on the fact that marginalized 
populations often feel as though they have no other alternatives to fight their oppression than a 
violent reaction. Rudy Chavez brought up the point that White people must be physically and 
intellectually confronted in order to bring about change because historically their conscience 
alone has not been enough. 

Different members showed up to the protest to bring attention to different Chicano issues. 
Some common causes included unemployment in U.S. barrios and the disproportionate amount 
of Chicano deaths to other ethnic groups in Vietnam. Armando Varela placed the protests in a 
larger context of Chicano disenfranchisement, as Chicanos had few interest groups and little 
legislative power to bring about change in any other way. Yvonne Armendariz pointed out the 
disadvantages Chicanos face in the classroom, such as cultural and language barriers. USC’s 
MECHA chapter worked with other organizations in the area to fight for educational reforms and 
greater opportunities for Chicanos to access higher education. 

This article remains relevant today, as racial minorities continue to face and fight 
disenfranchisement. In particular, with the reinvigoration of the Black Lives Matter movement, 
the Black community and its allies are taking to the streets to protest a history of institutional 
oppression and continued state violence. MECHA members’ comments about the validity of 
violent protest also retain their relevance in contemporary discourse. While a few Black Lives 
Matter protests have turned violent, it’s important to evaluate the root causes of systemic abuse 
and powerlessness that cause this reaction. 
 






