“Asian Caucus Says Social Work School is Racist,” Bettye Wells, May 8, 1973
“Racism Charges Retracted by Asian Students,” Loren Ledin, May 10, 1973

An article in the Daily Trojan from May 8, 1973 relayed how the Asian American Social
Work Student Caucus released a statement criticizing the School of Social Work on its
complicity in institutional racism. A major concern of these students was the lack of course
content related to ethnic minorities. Students from minority groups felt exploited because they
had to bring up their own experiences in class as a substitute for faculty engagement with these
topics. The Caucus and other cultural organizations on campus had recently boycotted a series of
optional seminars on minority populations because they felt these subjects should instead be
covered inside course curriculums. The statement also charged some professors of racist
behavior. The dean of the Social Work School, Maurice Hamovich, denied any charges of racism
within the school and rejected the notion that students were being exploited. He responded that
he hadn’t heard specific complaints from students before this statement and asked students to be
more specific about which professors’ had been racist and how.

Two days later, on May 10, 1973 the Daily Trojan published that the Asian American
Social Work Student Caucus retracted their charges of racism against the department. Caucus
member Mariko Yamada contacted Dean Hamovich and relayed this information. Hamovich told
the Daily Trojan that he had offered to speak with the caucus about these charges, an offer which
they declined. He and other faculty members such as lecturer Herman Fogata argued against the
notion that the Social Work School had a lack of course content on ethnic minorities. While the
caucus’ statement attributed any progress on the amount of minority related coursework to
student activities, Hamovich credited the school’s faculty for pushing for these changes. He also
stated that he wished the students had come to the administration before releasing a public
statement.

People today continue to push for the diversification of course content. Rather than
setting aside discussions of race and ethnicity to outside events, students and faculty urge
administrators to include this content within the classroom. When this doesn’t happen, however,
students from minority groups feel as though they must use their own lived experiences to bring
minority-related subject matter into their courses. This article explores the feelings of student
exploitation that can arise from this situation. Furthermore, it examines the different ways
students can air their grievances about university policies, whether that’s through a public
statement or a private discussion with an administrator.
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Aslan caucus
says social work
school iIs racist

university of southern california
los angeles, california

By Bettve Wells
essocate editor

The School of Social Work
i5 guilty of institutional
racism and not incorporat
ing ethnic content into the
curriculum, representatives
ofthe Asian American Social
Work Student Caucus
charged in a statement
released Monday

The statement also
charged that what ethnic
material that has been incor-
porated into the courses was
presented by minority stu
dents, not their professors
and that the students were
being exploited as a result.

“The Asian American
Social Work Student Caucus
believes that while the onus
of responsibility for ethnic
content does not rest solely
upon the faculty, the exploi-
tation of the minority stu-
dent as expert "on his
indigenous community is
unethical and leaves the
most important issue of
competence in social work
practice for minority group
communities to chance,” the
statement said

One spokesman for the

caucus, who asked to remain
anonymous, said that minor-
ity students in social work
face the dilemma of tryving to
make up for curriculum
inadegquacies by making
some input into the class or
refusing to do so and putting
an end to what they say is
exploitation.

According to the spokes-
man, minority students
began requesting, then
demanding, that ethnic
material be included in the
school's curriculum four
vears ago.

But Maurice Hamovitch,
dean of the School of Social
Work, said that no such
demands were made, He said
the changes had been
instituted, but were the
result of faculty initiative
and not student pressure

Hamovitch denied charges
that the students were being
L'\cphrilu:_-fl in the classroom
“Their complaint last year
was that they weren't used
enough and were being
exploited,” he said.

He added that all graduate
students in social work are

Continued on poge 3)

PEAS, CORN ANYOME? — When Marnie
Jeffries, a former art student, set up a table to
sell seeds outside the Commons Restaurant, Campus
Security asked her to leave because she wasn't spon-

sored by o campus ergonization. Jeffries turned
to the Law Students Assn. who decided to sponsor
her. DT photo by Michael Sedana.

Controversy arises over $60,000
iIn past student programming fees

By Kari Granville
staff writer

The vote to initiate the Voluntary Student
Association has given rise to a new con-
troversy concerning $60.000that has been col-
lected over the yvears through student prog
ramming fees.

At a student assembly meeting held Satur
davat 10 a.m. in the Student Activities Center
tostart planning the future government, argu-
ments over the distribution of the money
reigned.

Only nine students showed up at the meet-
ing, making the decision to immediately
freeze all student body funds and to have a
complete auditing of all the books.

At the start of the meeting, Voluntary Stu
dent Association supporters called for a plan
to give the money to the new student govern
ment so it could recruit members and start
programs in the fall.

But members of the opposition proposed
that the money be put into a general student

body fund to be used by student aid and other
such programs.

Keith Keener, elections commissioner and
chairman of the meeting, opposed the Volun-
tary Student Association supporters plan. He
said, “In effect vou would be taking money
that was collected hy all the students and giv-
ing it to a smaller group of students that is
not representative of all the students.”

As of now there is no indication as to when
the new student government will be officially
formed or when it will 2o into effect.

Keener pointed out, “Nobody is a member
of VSA right now. I[ts supporters may not even
join. And who knows, only three people may
decide to pay the fees.”

Keener also said he thinks that if the money
is given to the Voluntary Student Association,
certain elements on campus will challenge
the allocation

But he also stressed, “The Student Assem-
bly had-such a pitiful turnout. No one who
had contested VSA during the election
showed up.”

Residence halls, Greeks split
Songfest awards; 3,500 attend
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By Mike Runzler
statf writer

Many months of work for
hundreds of students came
to an end Saturday evening
as the 20th annual Songfest
“Can You Imagine,” had its
one-night-stand at the Greek
Theater.

The audience of about
3,500 tried to imagine being
warm in the cool night air,
as 12 groups, 9 of them {rom
the Row, performed onslage

he Sweepstakes Award
the top award of them all,
went to Alpha Gamma Delta
sorority and Tau Lappa Epsi
lon fraternity, for their per
formance of “A World With
Their production

out Love.”
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tions took first place in the
production division, while
another group from the resi
dence halls, Instant Heat,’
won second place honors in
the small group division.

The Men's and Women’s
Halls Associations sang and
danced to “The Hobbit," with
the men wearing tattered
smocks and
sreen and brown, and the
girls wearing hooped smocks
and tights of various shades
of “reen

Instant Heat performed to
soul music, and radiated
warmth to the audience

Kappa Sigma fraternity

and Alpha Delta Pi sorority

won second place

choral division for their pe1

formance of “Sing Brotherls
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nity for “Prepare The Way,”
a number in which they
celebrated God. Their direc-
tor. Tom Wilson, received
best director award for his
work

‘Alive!” a production by
Delta Delta Delta sorority
and Phi Gamma Delta frater-
nity warned the audience
that the pharmacist, with all
his pills is not your friend.
There is something better.
After graphically showing
the audience that beer will
solve most anything, they
were awarded third place in
the production dividion.

John McKay, as emeee,
began the evening and told
stories between
acts, as the stage crew
klv hustled sets
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School of Education’s dean to

retire, but will continue teachmg

Irving K. Melbq ".|‘l||| 15 dean of the Schos Farrar said Melbo 1z a shy. intellignet mar th
of Education June 30, after 20 years in that position far-ranging vision and has been an innovator in
but will teach an educational administration education. He Im---il-'-e-.--||-.--'_||u|.-|r.-|---u.~ programs
course next fall. He joined the lucation faculty including those in teacher training, international
in 1939 education, special education and vocational

Educare, the support group for the School of Edu ehabilitation counseling
cation, honored Melbo at a dinner May 4 at the -~
Ambassador Hotel, and the Education Alumni I'wo of his latest projects are an early childhood
ASSMN. 1S raisir funds t stablish hair in hi ducation center that is under construction and
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honor at the School of Education a learning resources center to contain the latest

He has placed the university on the map,” said ¢omputerized and microfilmed information sys
ld > ! L) Ly I LY iap, 2

Ruth Farrar, a former graduate degree advisor and Lems.
secretary of Phi Delta Kappa, an educationa Melbo authe
fraternity lic schools an
“When he gives a specch.” she said, “1t is -.._"._:|I'|'I| parks
throughout the nation.” She said he doesn’t make
public speeches often, but when he does, he'll A newd
spend days preparing it, researching it and redrafl the selection |
Ing it and university

Asian student caucus Charges School of
Social Work with institutional racist policy

L onfrued 1 pOoge

require d to present several

papers and many of the topies

chosen deal with ethnic prob-
lems

“] can state categorically that
one of the students have been

forced to present ethnic mater

the class,” he said

Part of the confliet revolves
around the issue of the
of institutes that were held this
spring to acquaint the faculty
the school with

1al in

and students of

f

Registration
begins
today

Registration for the fall, w
1973, semester begins today.

Students who have already
received their registration
packets from the registrar
may pick up H cards from all
depariments.

Students who failed to
request their packets by mail
will be able to pick up their
packets at the Registrar's
Office beginning Wednesday

On Thursday, all students
will be able to begin return-
ing materials to the registrar
for the pulling of R cards.

wred Cver America

d a two-volume

a text used in pub

set on the national

ean will be named to replace Melbo when

IFOEE School of Education

55 by the
is completed.

many minority backprounds,
including Blacks,
Jews and women.

Members of the
Asian-American caucuses
bovcotted them, that
such sessions, which were not
compulsive, should not have
been held in place of class dis
CUSElIONS

Chicanos

Chicano and

claiming

The spokesman also charged
that some professors were racist
or only gave lip-service to their
commitment to introduce and
discuss minority backgrounds in
the classroom

“Part of this (complaint) is just
rhetoric. Hamovitch said.
haven't been to see me aboutthis
at all.”

He added that he has asked the
students to be more specific in
their accusations that some
faculty members are racists
members,
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Doheny staff to dim
lights, protest cut of
federal library funds

be lit |
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Doheny Library will
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demonstration

Robert Haro, assistant

out :
Almost $60 million of the curr
Haro admitted that USC
the move is solely in sympathy for other libraries.
programs for the a
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M

lelight today at noon for several
imination of federal library

ince to the library, will
organized by the American
librarian for public

s now 5140 million. President Nixon
ogether
ent

appropriation goes to college
receives no federal library

ged ... it goes

He said that other campus libraries would not participate in the

dim out because
as Dohenev's.

The dim-out will not extend bevond the

of safety considerations.
Haro said the dim-out will not

their lighting systems are

not as easy to modify
library's entrance because

ond 12:15 p.m.

Two former POWS will
speak about experiences

Two former POWs will speak
in Edison Auditorium in Hof-
fman Hall today at 4 p.m

Lt. Colonel Robert W. Barnett

and Captain John H. Nasmyth

willtalk about their experiences.

The presentation will be fol-
lowed by a question and answer
period

The presentation will be fol
lowed by a question and answer

period. The program is being

sponsored by the 60th Air Force
ROTC Cadet Wing.

Captain Eugene W. Bricker
Commandant of Cadets, con-
tacted Captain Nasmyth person-
ally through George Putnam.
Nasmyth has appeared many
times on George Putnam’s
Talkback program on television

The Bitter Ashtray
(Coffeehouse in the Grill)
s ERFSENTS ——————

CAROL KRISTY

May 8-12
8:00 pm

Great Food and Drink
$1.00 USC Students

Tomorrow

'{;,:rugrammin
Joard USE

Lt. Colonel Barnett came to
AFROTC of his own accord and
volunteered to speak. Barnett, a
1953 USC graduate, was a POW
for more than five years. He was
shot down in October, 1967.

Captain Nasmyth, from the
University of Ohio, was shot
down in September, 1966.

Service group
seeks students

Sword and Shield, a sopho-
more women's organization, is
sponsoring a membership drive
through Saturday. Applications
are available at Birnkrant, Col-
EVEK and Student
Activities Center desks.

lege,

—SANDY DENNY-

In Concert, SAC Patio, noon
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RAY BRADBURY

Science fiction author suggests
new concepts in urban planning

“We travel for surprise, we travel to be lost
—make a city like that,” said Ray Bradbury,

the science fiction author, to a crowd of

architecture majors on the east patio of Har-
ris Plaza on Wednesday.

Los Angeles, said Bradbury, has no sur-
prises. There are not enough parks, benches,
trees, fountains and outdoor restaurants.

“We need places where we can pick each
other up,” said Bradbury. Hollywood
Boulevard is a place people go but cannot
meet each other, he said. He urged designing
more facilities that employing bipedal trans-
portation rather than automobiles.

Walt Disney was a great city-builder, said
Bradbury. Disneyland is a city that moves
40,000 people with an efficient system of walk-
ways and monorails. He also praised Disney's
city in Florida

Bradbury predicted that by the year 2,000,

there would be a major movement back to
small towns.

He sees small cities of 35,000 people being
rebuilt to include movies, theaters, culture
centers and places for people to meet. Dis-
neyworld in Florida will prove to be economi-
cally feasable and will set trends for other
small cities, he said.

Bradbury is dismayed at the large number
of buildings with no open windows or breeze-
ways. Small windows necessitate more lights,
which necessitate air conditioning, he said.

Bradbury grew up in a colder climate in
the East. He is disappointed that many of the
buildings in temperate downtown Los
Angeles look cold and black with little or no
windows.

“l am inventing a large robot dog to piss
on these buildings,” Bradbury said.

Letters announcing refund to be
sent to 1971 football ticket holders

A letter will be sent to 1971
football season ticket hold-
ers in the near future saving
that they will receive a
refund of 50 ~ents

The letter w s drafted by
Leonard Wines, executive

lrons

Renaissance Faire will
feature arts, crafts today

The Renaissance Faire, featuring strolling minstrels,
homemade food and arts and crafts, begins at 10:30 a.m. today.

The fair gives people a chance to relax and enjoy the food,
entertainment, sun and festive atmosphere that will prevail.

Craftsmen selling jewelry, ceramics and leatherwork will
be present, along with a glassblower and girls selling halter
blouses and dresses at lower prices than stores.

One person will be selling stringed instruments and flutes

that he made himself

Another person will be attaching rhinestones to clothes and
selling clothes with rhinestones already on them

There will be about 40 exhibit and food tables

Three strolling minstrels will wander through Alumni Park

playing chamber music.

The Padoor Denning Duo, a guitarist and flute player, will
perform from noonto ]l p.m. From 1:30to 2:30 p.m. the Teleman
Trio, which includes a flute, mandolin and harpsichord, will

play on the stage set up for the performers

director of University Rela

The university increased
the price of the tickets by 50
cents after the Wage
Price Control freeze went
into effect in August of 1971.

The increase was in viola-
tion of the freeze.

There are about 30,000 sea-
son ticket holders who will
recelve a letter. Those who
bought their tickets at the
gate will not receive arefund
unlessthey saved theirticket
stubs for two years and can
present them.

After the letter was
drafted it was sent to the
Department of Justice for
approval.

The Justice Department
returned the letter with a
few minor changes and sug-
gestions. University attor-
nevs redrafted it, made the
necessary corrections and
sent it out to the Justice
Department once more for
approval.

The letter is now in
Washington and has not been
returned

and

Because of the costs
involved in producing such a
letter along with reply cards
informing receivers that the
refund may be donated to the
university.

university of southern california

los angeles, california

Racism charges
retracted by
Asian students

By Loren Ledin

woiate edibor

Charges of racist policy by
the School of Social Work
against minorities have been
retracted, said Maurice
Hamovich, the school’s dean.

Hamovich reported Wed-
nesday that Mariko Yamada,
a member of the Asian
Caucus of the School of
Social Work, came into his
office Tuesday after an arti-
cle appeared in the Daily
Trojan that said the Asian
Caucus charged his school
with racism.

“] asked her about it and
she said the group did not
want to make charges of
racism. She was appalled, at
least that is what she told
me,"” said Hamovich.

He said the statement
released by the Asian group
to the Daily Trojan accusing
the school of Social Work of
leaving ethnie content out of
the curriculum and some
faculty members of racism,
was available to all in his
school in the form of a hand-
out.

“I asked the group before
if they wanted to come to my
office and talk about their
statement, but they said they
would rather not,” he said.

Asked why the statement
appeared in the Daily Trojan,
Hamovich said, *I think they
wanted to publicize it.”

Hamovich said he was dis-
turbed that the statement
would charge the school with
not incorporating ethnice
content into the curriculum.
“There has been progress

——

made and it has been made
by the faculty,” he said.

The Asian Caucus said that
students have been responsi
ble for the progress.

Herman Fogata, a lecturer
with the School of Social
Work, said he was glad the
students are concerned
about racism, but disap-
pointed at the specifie
charges

“Charges that there is no
ethnic content isn't true.
There is ethnic content
brought out into the classes.
[ know that this is something
that the faculty is very con-
cerned about,” he said.

Part of the school’s trou-
bles stems from a series of
caucuses held this spring.

Hamovich said the cau-
cuses, a group of presenta-
tions given by separate
ethnic groups, were the idea
of students who wanted a
change from the discussions
held by faculty members in
the fall.

Yet the Asian students
boycotted the caucuses, say-
ing they should not have
been held in place of class
discussions.

A large boycoiting of the
caucuses last Monday by
Asian students apparently
led to the drafting of a state-
ment against the School of
Social Work.

Fogata was surprised that
the Asian students went to
the Daily Trojan with their
statement.

“I was surprised that they
brought it out this way,” he
said. “They should have
come to the administration.

MNOON COMNCERT—Sandy Denny, a popular British singer ond songwri-
ter, performed for a large crowd in the Student Activities Patio on Wednes-
day. She was later joined by Fairport Corvention, a group she used

to perform with. DT photo by Dale Komai




